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Every year, the Department of Sociology  
engages in dynamic research initiatives and 
professional work. As the 2015-2016  
academic year comes to a close, there is 
much to celebrate in terms of achievement: 
national awards, media recognition,  
fellowships, grants, publications and more.   
 

Beyond these accolades, this year marks the 
end of Bandana Purkayasthaõs appointment as Head of Sociology.   
Bandanaõs work over the past five years has shown her passion for advancement 
within both the field of Sociology and at UConn.  Join us in acknowledging these 
accomplishments by taking a look at our 2016 Newsletter! 
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Nancy Naples, Professor of  
Sociology and Director of the 
Womenõs, gender, and Sexuality 
Studies program at UCONN, was 
selected to receive the 2015 Jessie 
Bernard Career Award from the 
American Sociological Association 
(ASA). In 2014, Nancy was award-
ed the Lee founders award from 
the Society for the Study of Social 
Problems (SSSP).  
 

About the award: The Jessie  
Bernard Award is given in  
recognition of scholarly work that has 
e n l a r g e d  t h e  h o r i z o n s  o f  
sociology to encompass fully the role 
of women in society. It is presented for 
significant cumulative work done 
throughout a professional career. 

sociology.uconn.edu


 

Awards, Grants, Fellowships, and Honors 

Matthew Hugheyõs book, The White 
S a v i o r  F i l m ( T e m p l e  U P )  
received the 2016 òOutstanding  
Publication Awardó from the  
Southwest Sociological Association.  
The White Savior Film was also  
selected as a 2015 Finalist  for the  
Peter C. Rollins Book Prize.  

Bandana Purkayastha has been awarded a Fulbright 
Nehru Senior Research Excellence award for 2017.  She 
will be in India working on her project on Water,  
Inequalities, and Rights.  

Three faculty members received funding from  
UCONNõs Scholarship Facilitation Fund (SFF): 

 

Ruth Braunstein , òProgressive Religion and Social  
Activism: New Approaches to Understanding Faith and 
Politics in America.ó 
 

Christin Munsch , òThe Interaction of Masculine Status 
and Masculinity Threat on Compensatory Attitudes and  
Behavior.ó 
 

Daisy Reyes, òDisparate Lessons: How Stratification in 
Higher Education Shapes Latinos.ó 

Two faculty members were awarded 2016-2017  
UCHI PDP Fellowships from the Humanities Institute: 

 

Matthew Hughey , òWhite identity, organizational  
homogeneity, and interpretations of racial stratification 
and redistributive polices for African Americans and  
Latinos.ó  
 

Daisy Reyes, òStudent protests against racial  
microaggressions and for inclusion on campuses.ó 

2015 - 2016 Faculty Book Award  

Ruth Braunstein has been invited to join the 
Yale University Center for Cultural  
Sociology as a Faculty Fellow. 

Mary Bernstein will receive the  
2017 Simon-Gagnon Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 
 

Ruth Braunstein will receive the 
2016 Clifford Geertz Award for Best 
Article Award. 
 

Matthew Hughey will receive 
the 2016 Helena Znaniecki Lopata 
Mentoring Excellence Award. 
 

Bandana Purkayastha will 
receive the 2016 Asia and Asian 
America Contributionõs to The Field 
Award. 

Matthew Hughey has been invited to be the 
Ch a r l e s  P h e l ps  Ta f t  M e m or i a l  
Lecturer for the 2016-2017 academic year at 
the University of Cincinnati.  
 

Matthew has also been selected as a Visiting 
Scholar with the Center for the Study of  
Ethnicity and Race at Columbia University 
for 2016-2017, and he will be Visiting Profes-
sor of Race and Research Ethics at 
the Universiteit Van Die Vrystaat (University 
of the Free State), in Bloemfontein, South Af-
rica for a week in September 2016. 

Faculty Fellows & Visiting Scholars  

Fulbright Announcement  

Grants & Fellowships  
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Bandana Purkayastha has been invited to be 
a Fellow to the Institute for Advanced  
Studies, JNU, in India. 

Maya Beasley has been appointed a Fellow at 
the Center for American Progress and will be 
working on their Progress 2050  campaign. 

Upcoming Award Announcements** 

**Details and pictures will be featured in next yearõs newsletter 

Elizabeth Holzer continues to work on her NSF PIRE 
grant on water in Ethiopia; Bradley Wright 
continues to work on his Templeton grant on 
spirituality.  



 

Editorships 

Matthew Hughey  (with Carson Byrd, U of Louisville) has 
guest-edited a special issue entitled òRace, Racial  
Inequality, and Biological Determinism in the Genetic 
and Genomic Eraó in the journal The ANNALS of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Science.   
 

Our faculty continue to serve in different editorial  
capacities, including Ruth Braunstein (The Immanent 
Frame (TIF)), Simon Cheng and Manisha Desai , (Ed. 
Board, American Sociological Review), Andrew Deener (Ed. 
Board, Contemporary Sociology), Manisha Desai (Ed. 
Boards, Feminist Formations, Societies Without Borders: Hu-
man Rights and the Social Sciences,  International Feminist 
Journal of Politics, Women, Gender, and Families of Color,  
and the Gender & Sexuality Section of Sociology Compass), 
Mary Fischer (Ed. Board, Sociology Stratification Section 
of Sociology Compass), Matthew Hughey (Associate Editor 
of Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, Associate Editor of the  
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, Ed. Boards, Ethnic 
and Racial Studies, Social Problems, and as Deputy Editor,  
Humanity & Society), Matthew Hughey  and Christin 
Munsch (Ed. Board, Social Psychology Quarterly), Bandana  
Purkayastha (Ed. Boards,  Sociology of Race and Ethnicity 
and the Journal of South Asian Diasporas), Daisy Reyes (Ed. 
Board, Sociology of Education), David Weakliem (Editor of 
Comparative Sociology).  

Davita Silfen Glasberg has been reappointed CLAS  
Associate Dean of Social sciences and Undergraduate  
Education at University of Connecticut.  

 
Several faculty members have been appointed to serve 

in prominent positions in the discipline  

 
Andrew Deener , Chair of Membership Committee, Section 
on Community and Urban Sociology  

Manisha Desai , Section Council of the Section on  
Sociology of Development (2017), and Chair, Section on 
Human Rights (2015-2016) 
Matthew Hughey , Member, Committee on Publications 
(2016-2017) 

Appointments 

Nancy Naples, Chair,  Section on Race, Gen-
der and Class (2016-2017), and Chair Elect 
(2015-2016) 
Bandana Purkayastha, ASAõs Representative 
to the International Sociological Association, 
(2014-2018) 

 
Manisha Desai , Co-chair, Publications  
Committee  

Chr ist in  Munsch ,  Chai r ,  Career  
Development Committee  

 
Matthew Hughey, Co-Chair, Division of  
Racial and Ethnic Minorities (2015-2017)  
Nancy A. Naples, Chair, Editorial and  
Publications Committee (2013-2016) 

American Sociological Association (ASA)  

Sociologists for Women in Society (SWS)  

Society for the Study of Social Problems 

(SSSP)  
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Invited Talks & Lectures 

Ruth Braunstein was the  invited guest 
speaker at the April 2016 meeting of the 
Storrs/Willimantic branch of AAUW. The 
discussion was centered on her research on 
the Tea Party and faith-based community  
organizing. During 2014 -2015, she was an 
American Fellow of AAUW.  
 

Ruth also spoke at numerous occasions 
throughout the academic year: 
 

Panelist: òMaking Sense of the Topsy 
Turvy 2016 Presidential Race,ó orga-
nized by UConn Alumni Association 
At the Mark Twain House and  
Museum. (12/2/2015)  
 

òPutting Faith (in Democracy) in Ac-
tion in the Tea Party and Faith-based 
Community Organizing,ó at the Ur-
ban Ethnography Workshop at the  
University of Pennsylvania. (2/12/16)  
 

Panelist: òVolatile Juncturesõ: Map-
ping Writing Disciplines, and the 
Public,ó Closing Reception of the 11th 
Annual Conference on the Teaching 
of Writing at UCONN. (3/25/16)  
 

(Continued on next page) 



 

Manisha Desai was invited to present at the Expert 
Workshop on Human Rights organized by New York 
University and the University of Antwerp. Manishaõs 
presentation was titled: òBeyond Vernacularization and 
Localization: Human Rights Struggles in the U.S.ó 
 

Manisha was an invited speaker at two more events  
during the 2015-2016 academic year. The title of her talks 
were:  
 

òTowards Epistemic Justice: Feminist, Subaltern, 
Postcolonial and Decolonial Approachesó at the 
Hawaiian Sociological Association. (2/19/16)  
 

òBeyond Beijing Plus Twenty: Changes in the In-
ternational Women's Activism at the UNó on In-
ternational Women's Day at Eastern Michigan 
University. (3/8/16)  

 

Bandana Purkayastha was invited to give the academic 
keynote address on Intersectionality and Power at the Black 
Law Students Associationõs annual Night of Inspiration 
held at the UCONN Law School. (2/18/16)  
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Conference Participation  

Our faculty members were very active in  
several professional  meetings including the American 
Sociological Association (ASA), Society for the Study of 
Social Problems (SSSP), Sociologists for Women in  
Society (SWS), Eastern Sociological  Society (ESS), the 
Association for Humanistic Sociology (AHS), Southern 
Sociological Society (SSS), Population Association of 
American (PAA),  and the Social Science History  
Association (SSHA).  
 

Our department will be well -represented at upcoming 
summer meetings. The following graduate students are 
scheduled to present: 
  
Erika Lorenzana Del Villar  

Bianca Gonzalez-Sobrino  

Devon Goss  

Brenna Harvey  

Matthew Rogers  (with Professor Christin Munsch ) 

Michael Rosino  

Kamryn Warren  

 
Michael Rosino  

Abbey Willis  

ASA  

SSSP  

Public Sociology 

Phoebe Godfreyõs co-founded non -profit 
CLiCK continues to grow and to successfully 
receive both local and federal grant funding 
to further its mission of working towards a 
more just and sustainable local food system 
through the incubation of small food  
businesses, the implementation of local food 
processing and health and nutrition  
education.   
 

This connects 
with the work 
Phoebe has done 
this past Spring, 
in which she  
completed two 
c o - e d i t e d  
volumes both of 
which challenge 
a n d  i n s p i r e  
readers to foster 
new theoretical 
and practical 
linkages and think beyond the traditional, 
and oftentimes reductionist, environmental 
science frame by examining issues within 
their turbulent political, cultural, and  
personal landscapes.  

Phoebe Godfrey with her new book! 

Graduate student Caner Hazer (pictured  
below, via The Daily Campus) gave a lecture on  
gender, gender performance, and  
inequality in Turkey at the Rainbow Center 
in December 2015. 

Connecting Theory & Practice  



 

2016 Sociology Department Newsletter 5 

Public Sociology ̈ BNMS½C© 

Kathryn Ratcliff  (pictured below: bottom right) continues 
her work at Area Health Education Center (AHEC), 
where she has been President of Eastern CT AHEC for 
two years and on the board for six.  AHEC has various 
programs to increase access to culturally and  
linguistically appropriate healthcare and to increase the  
diversity, quality, and distribution of future healthcare 
professionals. Eastern AHECõs programs include the 
Collegiate Health Service Corps which has a  
UConn-Storrs site and engages pre-health UConn  
undergraduates in community health activities. This 
year, Eastern AHEC received a certificate of  
commendation from the Governor.    

centered on how to map the landscape of  
research happening at UCONN addressing 
the lives of women and girls of color, and 
build interdisciplinary bridges to support and 
advance that work. The discussion also  
focused on building sustainable models for 
the recruitment of faculty at their institution.  
 

 

Bandana Purkayastha (pictured above on the 
right, next to Dr. Melissa Harris-Perry) has  
accepted the invitation to join the Advisory 
Committee for the Intersectional Research 
Agenda led by the Anna Julia Cooper Center, 
that is òintentionally inclusive, operating 
across institutions, disciplines, and even  
t r a d i t i o n a l  a c a d e m i c / c o m m u n i t y  
boundariesó in order to generate, coordinate, 
highlight, support, and draw resources  
toward research initiated by and contributing 
to the lives of women and girls of color in the 
United States.  

Achievements Receive State Recognition!  

Sociologists Discuss Research  

on Women & Girls of Color  

Following the White House Councilõs  
Initiative to promote research on Women and Girls of 
Color, Melissa Harris Perry, Maya Angelou Professor & 
Director of the Anna Julia Cooper Center (Wake Forest  
University), coordinated a series of roundtables to build 
a collaborative to Advance Equity Through  
Research. President Herbst signed onto the collaborative 
on behalf of UCONN.   
 

On January 18, Melissa Harris-Perry facilitated a 
roundtable with 12 researchers representing multiple 
disciplines on our campus whose research addresses the 
lives of women and girls of color. The participants  
included Manisha Desai , Bandana Purkayastha, 
Marysol Asencio , and Chriss Sneed.  The discussion 

MILESTONES IN SERVICE 

 

25 YEARS 
Arlene Goodwin  

 

20 YEARS 
Ralph McNeal Jr.  

 

15 YEARS 
Richard Rockwell  



 

Sociology Welcomes New Faculty Members 

D avid G . Embrick will be 

coming to UCONN as an  
Associate Professor at both the 
Sociology Department and the  
African Studies Insti tute.  
Formally, he spent a decade at 
Loyola University Chicago in the 
Sociology Department. He  
received his Ph.D. from Texas 
A&M University in 2006.  He is a 
former American Sociological  
Association Minority Fellow, Past
-President of the Southwestern  
Sociological Association, and  
current Vice President-Elect of the 
Society for the Study of Social 
Problems. Dr. Embrick serves as 
the Editor -in-Chief for Humanity 
& Society, Founding Co-Editor of 
Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, and 
Associate Editor of Social  
Problems. 
 

Dr. Embrickõs research has  
centered largely on the impact of 
contemporary forms of racism on 
people of color.  While most of his 
research is one what he has  
labeled òdiversity ideologyó and 
inequalities in the business world, 
he has published on race and  
education, the impact of schools-
welfare-and prisons on people of 
color, and issues of sex  
discrimination.  

A ndrea V oyer (Ph.D. Universi-

ty of Wisconsin, Madison) will 
teach courses in theory, culture, 
and qualitative methods.  Her  
research focuses on processes of 
social inclusion and exclusion on 
the basis of immigration, race, and 
class. Her research on Somali  
immigrant inclusion was recently 
published as a book, Strangers and 
Neighbors: Mul t icul tural ism,  
Conflict, and Community in  
America (Cambridge 2013). Her 
current research, funded by the 
Russel l  Sage Foundat ion,  
examines inter-class interactions 
in everyday life. She is also con-
ducting an analysis of historical 
changes  i n Emily Postõs  
Etiquette for the insight that man-
ners provide into the nature of 
American class relations. 
 

Prior to joining the Department, 
Voyer held appointments as  
Visiting Assistant Professor at Sun 
Yat-Sen University in Guangzhoi, 
China, Postdoctoral Fellow in the 
Center for Cultural Sociology at 
Yale University, Research Fellow 
at Linnaeus University in Växjö, 
Sweden, and Assistant Professor 
of Sociology at Pace University in 
New York City.  

M arysol A sencio is a Full  

Professor with a joint appoint-
ment with El Instituto: Institute of 
Latina/o, Caribbean, and Latin 
American Studies. She received 
her doctoral degree with  
distinction in 1994 from Columbia 
University School of Public Health 
with a concentration in Sociomed-
ical  Sciences. Her scholarly  
interests revolve around race/
ethnicity; gender; sexuality; 
health; and social inequality, in 
particular Latina/o sexualities. 
She has produced a body of work 
that includes books, guest edited 
journal issues, peer-reviewed  
articles and chapters as well as 
other publication, some featured 
in top journals such as Gender & 
Society and Medical Anthropology. 
 

Professor Asencio has also  
received significant internal and 
external funding for her research 
and projects, including from  
prestigious organizations such as 
the Social Science Research  
Council and the Ford Foundation. 
She has received a teaching  
excellence award from Columbia 
University as well as teaching 
commendations at UConn. Her 
service within UConn and  
minority communities around  
social justice and diversity issues 
has been recognized with several 
awards and honors. 
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